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April 2017 Newsletter  
Tiny monsters quiz
Just for fun we have a quiz for you this month  
Below are 16 images of a selection of internal & external parasites you may know, or have perhaps discussed with us over the years. All the images are viewed through an electron microscope, and in some cases have been dyed. Watch out - some of the parasites make more than one appearance!
You might want to jot the answers on a piece of scrap paper to save scooting up & down the pages – we’ve kept the pictures large enough for everyone to be able to see the detail clearly.
Good luck & have fun!   The answers are at the bottom of page 3, to avoid accidental spoilers ;)
1. Can you name each of the parasites? 
2. Which ones can affect people?
3.  Can any of these parasites be tested for/prevented?
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d.						e.					   f.
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g.				     h.					    i.
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j.					k.						l.
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m.					n.						o.
				       
					   And here’s a little something extra!
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    Cat litter		Dandelion flower head       Blood clot		Surface of rusty nail

	Name of parasite
	Can people be affected?
	Can the parasite be tested for? 
	Can they be prevented/treated?

	a. Tick
	Lyme disease from infected tick, not directly from pet
	Blood test available for 3 of the tick-borne diseases
	Oral or topical products available

	b. Whipworm
	No
	Stool sample sent to lab
	Oral or topical

	c. Roundworm
	Can be infected with toxocariasis from eggs/larvae
	Stool sample sent to lab
	Oral or topical

	d. Ear mite
	Minor local reaction possible
	Microscope slide
	Topical treatment

	e. Heartworm
	From infected mosquito, not directly from pet 
	Springtime blood test
	Choice of oral/topical monthly prevention

	f. Flea
	Some people are sensitive to flea bites
	Combed for flea dirt/live fleas
	Choice of oral/topical monthly prevention

	g. Hookworm
	Occasionally
	Stool sample sent to lab
	Oral or topical

	h. Heartworm
	From infected mosquito, not directly from pet
	Springtime blood test
	Choice of oral/topical monthly prevention

	i. Tapeworm
	By accidental ingestion of eggs
	Segments seen/stool sample
	Oral only

	j. Flea
	Some people are sensitive to flea bites
	Combed for flea dirt/live fleas
	Choice of oral/topical monthly prevention

	k. Sarcoptic mange mite
	Minor local reaction possible
	Skin scrape under microscope
	Topical control available

	l. Mosquito
	Yes – mosquitoes carry diseases, including heartworm
	N/A
	Topical prevention now available for dogs

	m. Tapeworm
	By accidental ingestion of eggs 
	Segments seen/stool sample 
	Oral only

	n. Roundworm
	Can be infected with toxocariasis from eggs/larvae
	Stool sample sent to lab
	Oral or topical

	o. Tick
	Lyme disease from infected tick, not directly from pet
	Blood test available for 3 of the tick-borne diseases
	Choice of oral/topical monthly prevention

	p. Demodectic mange mite
	Rarely
	Skin scrape under microscope
	Topical control available
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