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June 2015 Newsletter  
Your Dog in Summer
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
[image: http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/x/two-thermometers-sun-snowflake-high-low-temperature-symbolize-heat-cold-42400672.jpg][image: http://cliparts.co/cliparts/Big/Kk8/BigKk8KBT.gif][image: http://www.dreamstime.com/sun-cream-thumb9534511.jpg]Heat stroke - heat stroke occurs when your dog’s body temperature rises dangerously high. It is most common when dogs are left in a car for too long, or when they exercise in the heat. Never leave your dog in the car in hot weather, and always remember that a cracked window is not enough to cool a car. Your dog always needs access to shade outside. Muzzling interferes with a dog's ability to cool itself by panting and should be avoided.

Sunburn  - dogs can burn in the sun just like people can. White, light-colored, and thinly coated dogs have an increased risk of sunburn. Sunburn causes pain, itching, peeling, and other problems. To prevent sunburn, apply a waterproof sunscreen formulated for babies or pets. Be sure to cover the tips of your dog’s ears and nose, the skin around its mouth, and its back.  
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Burned foot pads - sidewalk, patio, street, sand. and other surfaces can burn your dog’s footpads. Walk your dog in the morning and at night when outdoor surfaces are coolest. Press your hand onto surfaces for 30 seconds to test them before allowing your dog to walk on them. If it is painful for you, it will be painful for your dog.

[image: http://www.catbreedspic.co/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/cat-water-bowl-clip-artbowl-illustrations-and-clipart-11305-bowl-royalty-free-ndyoxfad.jpg]Dehydration - prevent dehydration by providing your dog with unrestricted access to fresh and cool water both indoors and outside. Ice cubes and frozen chicken or beef broth encourage your dog to take in more fluids and help keep it cool. You can also feed your dog wet dog food during the summer to increase its fluid intake.
 
[image: http://clipartzebraz.com/cliparts/wasp-clipart/cliparti1_wasp-clipart_03.jpg]Other summer hazards include bee & wasp stings, water borne diseases (including but not limited to leptospirosis & giardiasis), water safety etc. If your dog is stung by a wasp/bee, contact your vet immediately in case of allergic reaction. 
Stings - http://www.hillspet.com/dog-care/what-to-do-when-wasp-bee-sting-dog-adult.html 
Water safety - http://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-checkups-preventive-care/splash-5-great-ways-keep-your-dog-safe-around-water 

[image: http://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/images/morphologyTables/Flagellates_Ciliates/Giardia_troph1.gif][image: http://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/images/morphologyTables/Flagellates_Ciliates/Giardia_troph1.gif][image: http://www.vakcinujisvehopsa.cz/sitecollectionimages/leptospira-canicola1.jpg]Water-borne parasites - the majority of the water-borne parasites cause diarrhea, which is treatable in healthy animals. Among the diseases caused by water-borne parasites, Leptospirosis carries the poorest prognosis if it advances to liver and or kidney failure. The best prevention is to make sure your dog is vaccinated, to carry fresh water for your dog, and to try to discourage them from drinking from stagnant water.
Leptospirosis - http://www.leptoinfo.ca/pet-lepto.aspx
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